The Prophecy of Zacharias

A Sermon by the Rev. Malcolm G. Smith
December 28, 2025

Readings
Exodus 4:10-12 (Kempton Translation, modified)

10 And Moses said to Jehovah, “On my life, Lord, | am not a man of words, even from
yesterday, even from the day before, even from this time, in Your speaking to Your
servant, for | am heavy of mouth, and heavy of tongue.”

11" And Jehovah said to him, “Who makes the mouth for a person? Or who makes a
person dumb, or deaf, or their eyes opened, or blind? Is it not |, Jehovah? 12 And
now go, and | will be with your mouth, and I will instruct you in what you shall speak.”

Luke 1:57-80 (Kempton Translation, modified)

57 And to Elizabeth was fulfilled the time that she should bring forth; and she gave
birth to a son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had magnified
His mercy with her, and they rejoiced with her.

59 And it came to pass that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the little child,
and they called him by the name of his father, Zacharias. 60 And his mother
answered and said, “No; he shall be called John.”

61 And they said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by this
name.” 62 And they beckoned to his father, what he willed to have him called.

63 And he asked for a tablet, and wrote, saying, "John is his name.” And they all
marveled. ¢4 And immediately his mouth was opened, and his tongue, and he
spoke, blessing God. ¢5 And fear came upon all who dwelt around them; and all
these sayings were talked of in the whole mountain region of Judea. ¢¢ And all who
heard put them in their hearts, saying, “Who then shall this little child be?” And the
hand of the Lord was with him.

¢7 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,

68  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for He has visited and made redemption for His people,
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of David His servant,
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70 as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets
from of old,
71 Salvation from our enemies,
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72 to do mercy with our fathers,
and to remember His holy covenant,
73 the oath which He swore to our father Abraham,
74 that He would grant us,
that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies,
might serve Him without fear,
75 in sacredness and justice in His sight,
all the days of our life.
76 And you, little child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest;
for you shall go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways;
77 to give the knowledge of salvation to His people
for the forgiveness of their sins,
78 through the tender mercy of our God,
by which the Rising Sun from on high has visited us;
79 to appear to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 And the little child grew, and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till
the day of his appearing to Israel.

True Christian Religion 154

After the Apostles had been given the Holy Spirit by the Lord, they preached the
Gospel throughout much of the world, and spread the news of it by word of mouth
and by their writings. They did this of themselves from the Lord; for Peter taught and
wrote in one way, James in another, John in another and Paul in another, each
according to his own intelligence. The Lord filled them all with His Spirit, but each
drew from it a share in proportion to the quality of his perception, and each carried
out their duty in proportion to the quality of their ability. All the angels in the
heavens are filled with the Lord, for they are in the Lord and the Lord is in them; and
yet each one speaks and acts in accordance with the state of his or her own mind,
some simply, some wisely, and so with infinite variety, yet each one speaks of
themselves from the Lord.
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Introduction

- Let's start with recommendation for how you might apply this sermon — how you
might take an action in response to the lessons that you just heard from the Lord’s
Word:

- The recommendation is that you take some time to express what the Lord'’s
coming means to you.
- Maybe you'll talk to someone about it.
- Or maybe you'll write something down — in the form of an entry in your
journal orin a letter, or email, or text to someone.
- The question is how would you — this year — express what the Lord’s coming

means?

- In the past month, you've probably heard or read many different explanations of
the significance of the Lord’s coming.

- Maybe in church on a Sunday, or in email readings, or in music you've sung or
listened to, or in Christmas movies you‘ve watched.

- You have probably taken in a lot of Christmas content.

- Have you had the chance to produce anything in response?

- Maybe you have — maybe you wrote a Christmas letter, maybe you led your
family in family worship on Christmas Day, maybe you talked to a friend
about it on the phone or on a walk, or maybe you shared about it in a small
group.

- If you haven't had the chance yet to produce something about the Lord's
coming yet, it's probably worth setting aside some time to do that — even
though we're technically past Christmas Day.

- It's OK: you're actually allowed to reflect on the significance of the Lord's
coming at any point in the year.

- If you have already taken some time to express your thoughts on the Lord's
coming, you could just take some time to see if you have anything else to say.

- Or see if you have anything else to write down that maybe is not written for

anyone else to read.
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“"But | cant!”

- It might be that you have quite a strong negative reaction to this recommendation.
- Maybe you think, “That's easy for you to say, you're a minister. I'm not the kind
of person who can express those things well.”
- Maybe it feels like you're back in school and the religion teacher has just given
you an essay to write and you've got nothing.

Zacharias Couldn’t Find the Words, Until He Could

- If you don't feel like you can do it or can't find the right words, then you're in good
company.

- Zacharias was mute for 9 months.

- He was an old man and his wife was well-advanced in years and he didn't
believe that they could still conceive a baby together.

- Maybe you feel like an old man.
- You know who you are.
- You know what you can do and what you can’t do.
- And you know that you are not a person who can find the right words.

- Like Zacharias, you might be mute for a while.
- But Zacharias didn't stay mute forever, and maybe you don't have to either.

Moses Didn’t Feel Like He Could Do It

- Another person who struggled to find the right words was Moses, who we read
about in our first lesson.

- When Jehovah called Moses to lead the children of Israel out of bondage in
Egypt, Moses tried to tell Jehovah that he was not the right person for the job,
because he was not good with words.

- He said, "On my life, Lord, | am not a man of words, even from yesterday,
even from the day before, even from this time, in Your speaking to Your
servant, for | am heavy of mouth, and heavy of tongue” (Exodus 4:10).

- If you feel like Moses, listen to Jehovah's response to Moses:

- And Jehovah said to him, “Who makes the mouth for a person? Or who makes
a person dumb, or deaf, or their eyes opened, or blind? Is it not |, Jehovah?
And now go, and | will be with your mouth, and | will instruct you in what you
shall speak” (Exodus 4:11-12).

- The Lord made your mouth; He will be with your mouth.
- Your job is to make an effort and the Lord will help you to find some words.
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What Are Your Words from the Lord’s Holy Spirit?

- The goal is to figure out what words the Lord has for you to speak or write.

- The passage we read from the teachings for the New Church in our lessons talked
about how each of the apostles taught and wrote in a different way.

- It didn't say that Peter taught and wrote in the best and only way and the rest of
the Apostles should have stopped doing what they were doing.
- No, it was good for each of them to be doing it in their own way.

- And the passage went on to talk about angels in heaven and how they are all filled
with the Lord, and yet "each [angel] speaks and acts in accordance with the state
of his or her own mind, some simply, some wisely, and so with infinite variety, yet
each one speaks of themselves from the Lord” (True Christian Religion 154).

- Again, it doesn't say that the angels who speak simply should just stop because
they're embarrassing themselves.
- No, itis good for each one to be doing their best to give voice to what they
receive from the Lord.
- The same is true for you.

- We can see this illustrated in the Christmas story.
- Different people were filled with the Holy Spirit and they did not all say the
same thing.
- Mary said one thing; Zacharias said another; Elizabeth said another; Simeon
said another.
- And we don't think to ourselves, “Because Mary said something beautiful, we
dont need to hear from Zacharias or any of the others.”
- No, they're all valuable.

- And, of course, they're different because they were spoken by different people.
- The words of a young woman, pregnant for the first time, are, of course,
going to be different from the words of an old priest.
- And that's good!
- What are the words that are given to you, at this stage of your life?
- If you were filled with the Holy Spirit, what would you say?
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An Open-Book Assignment

- The other thing to know is that this is an open-book assignment.
- You don't have to have memorized anything.
- You will have some great examples to give you some inspiration for what you
might say.
- And you won't even be penalized for plagiarizing — in fact you're encouraged
to plagiarize extensively from the Lord’s Word.

- In this sermon we will now go through Zacharias’ words, but you can also read
through Mary’s words or the psalms or any part of the Lord’s Word to see what
strikes you, or moves you, or helps you find the words that capture what the Lord'’s
coming means to you.

Zacharias' Prophecy

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel....”

- Zacharias begins his prophecy by saying, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
for He has visited and made redemption for His people,...."

- Zacharias is immediately identifying the God who visited and redeemed His
people as the God of Israel, the God of the Old Testament.

- As you think about what you might say about the Lord’s coming, it's worth
thinking about who the Lord is — that He is our God now; that He was also God
of the people who were alive when He came into the world two thousand years
ago; and that He was also the God of every generation of human beings that
came before that.

- "The Lord from eternity, who is Jehovah, came into the world...." (True Christian
Religion 2).

- And Zacharias blesses the God from all time who has visited His people.
- The teachings for the New Church provide a beautiful explanation of what that
means.
- Arcana Coelestia 1422:2
- "Blessing the Lord” implies... singing to Him, proclaiming His salvation,

declaring His wisdom and power, and so confessing and acknowledging
Him from the heart. People who do so are most certainly blessed by the
Lord, that is, they are gifted with those things which constitute blessing,
namely celestial good, spiritual good, natural good, worldly good, and
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bodily good, and when these forms of good flow consecutively in this order
happiness exists within them.

- That sounds pretty great to receive all of that goodness and happiness from the
Lord, but in order to receive it, we need to be doing something: “singing to Him,
proclaiming His salvation, declaring His wisdom and power,... confessing and
acknowledging Him from the heart.”

- What good things have you received from the Lord this year?

- Think also beyond yourself to what good things your family has received from
the Lord; and think of what your specific ancestors have received from the Lord
over the generations.

- What did the Lord do for your parents and your grandparents?
- Bless the Lord for all that too.

“...and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant....”

- Next, Zacharias says that the Lord “has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the
house of David His servant,....”

- The teachings for the New Church tell us that “’A horn of salvation in the house of
David’ signifies omnipotence to save by Divine truth from Divine good...."
(Apocalypse Explained 316:11)

- Let's ponder that image and its meaning for a bit so that it can come alive a bit
more.

- Imagine that you're in a pasture and you are facing off against a large, angry,
muscular bull with a big set of horns on its head.
- But you are not alone: there is another bull on your side — an even bigger and
stronger bull, with an even bigger set of horns on its head.
- Don't you feel much better with that set of horns raised up for you?
- Do you feel the power in the horns?
- Horns are also a symbol of power because kings were anointed using oil poured
from a horn (e.g. 1 Samuel 16:1).
- This time, imagine yourself facing off against an evil king like Herod, with all his
wealth, power, influence, and people and soldiers under his command.
- Butyou are not alone: a horn of salvation has been raised up in the house of
David.
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- Atrue king has been anointed — the King of Kings — a good King, a just King,
a King who will use His omnipotent power to set things right.
- This image brings a sense of having reason to hope again and next Zacharias talks
about how long that has been promised for.

“...as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old, salvation from our
enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us....”

- Zacharias said, “...as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old,
Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us; to do mercy
with our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to
our father Abraham,....”

- Our loving God did make many promises of salvation and blessing to His people
over the years, through His holy prophets and also going all the way back to
Abraham.

- When Jehovah first called Abraham to leave His country and go to the land of
Canaan, He told him, “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”
(Genesis 12:3).

- The ultimate fulfillment of that promise was Jesus Christ being born on earth,
though Abraham would have had no idea that that would be the way the Lord
would fulfill His promise.

- It's worth remembering this dynamic when we look for evidence of the Lord
fulfilling His promises to us.

- Did the people in Jesus' time experience salvation from their enemies and from
the hand of all who hated them?

- On the literal level, no.

- Think of the children in Bethlehem killed by Herod.

- Think of the people killed and the lives destroyed when Jerusalem was
razed to the ground by the Romans in 70 AD.

- Have good people since then experienced salvation from their enemies and
from the hand of all who hate them?

- Again, on a literal level, no.
- There are too many examples to count of good people being hurt, killed,
abused, etc. by the people who hate them.

- So what is Zacharias talking about?

- What salvation was accomplished by the Lord’s coming into the world?

- Zacharias’ next words help us to understand.
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“...that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without
fear, in sacredness and justice in His sight, all the days of our life.”

- Zacharias said, “...that He would grant us, that we, being delivered out of the hand
of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in sacredness and justice in His
sight, all the days of our life.”

- If the Lord had not come into the world when He did, our spiritual enemies, the
forces of hell, would have entirely overrun the world and we would have had no
ability to follow the Lord anymore.

- When the Lord was an adult, He and His disciples did lots of casting out
unclean spirits.

- If the Lord had not come and cast them out, demon possession would have
become universal.

- Nobody would have escaped.

- Instead the Lord came and delivered us out of the hand of our enemies and
granted that we might serve Him without fear, in sacredness and justice in His
sight, all the days of our life.

- When the Lord was an adult He taught His disciples and other followers that
they would be persecuted and hated for His sake and that in the world they
would have tribulation.

- But He also taught them that could still be blessed, could still serve Him without
fear, and could even rejoice and be glad and have confidence because He had
overcome the world (Matthew 5:10-12, 10:16-39; John 16:33).

- So when you are reflecting on the impact of the Lord’s coming on your life, don't
look for evidence of Him taking away the hard things of life in this world, rather
look for evidence of how He has helped you and helped other people overcome
the world.

- Look for evidence of how — even in the hardest, most impossible moments —
He has given you the ability to choose what is good and choose what is right
and experience some of His peace in spite of it all.
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“And you, little child,... shall go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways;
to give the knowledge of salvation to His people for the forgiveness of their sins....”
- Next, Zacharias’ focus shifts to the newborn baby John and he prophesies about
what John will do.
- "And you, little child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest; for you shall go

before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways; to give the knowledge of
salvation to His people for the forgiveness of their sins,...."

- Here is one way John the Baptist's role is explained in the teachings for the New

Church:
- True Christian Religion 689

- The reason why John's baptizing prepared the way was that by this means...
people were introduced into the coming church of the Lord, and brought
into the company of those in heaven who were awaiting and longing for the

Messiah. They were thus protected by angels to prevent devils breaking out
of hell and destroying them.

- So there was a bigger, cosmic significance to the work John was doing to
prepare the way of the Lord.

- And there also was a much simpler aspect to it: before he started preaching and

baptizing people, people didn’t know how to be saved by God and how to have
their sins forgiven.

- John’s answer: repent!
- Do you have knowledge of salvation?

- Has the Lord helped you to identify your sins, turn away from them, and be
forgiven of them?

- How has He done that for you this year?
- That's something you could talk about or write about.

- More broadly, can you see evidence in the world of the human race growing in
its knowledge of salvation?

- Write about that.

- Though John had an essential role to play, Zacharias’ words make it absolutely
clear who it was who actually brought redemption and salvation.
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“...through the tender mercy of our God, by which the Rising Sun from on high has
visited us;... to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

- Zacharias said, “...through the tender mercy of our God, by which the Rising Sun
from on high has visited us; to appear to those who sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

- Our work to repent is important.

- Without it, the Lord has nothing to work with.

- However, the only way that any of us are saved and get to heaven is through the
Lord’s immense love and tender mercy.

- And with the coming of the Lord’s love and mercy into the world, there also was
a dawning of a new spiritual day.

- The New King James translation says, “...by which the Dayspring from on high has
visited us...."

- Have you ever thought about what a dayspring is?

- We sing about itin “O Come, O Come Immanuel” and in “Calm on the
Listening Ear of Night.”

- The dayspring is the dawn, when the day is springing forth anew.

- We also call it the sunrise or the rising sun.

- And it's the Dayspring from on high which is an interesting image because we
would typically think of the sunrise starting low at the horizon and moving
upward from there.

- This is a dawn that is coming from on high.
- The imagery is that, on earth, things had become too dark for there to be any new
dawn down there.

- People were sitting in darkness and the shadow of death.

- But then, the Rising Sun from on high — the Sunrise from heaven — visited us
and appeared to the people sitting in darkness.

- The Sun that has always been shining, which is the Lord from eternity (Doctrine
of the Lord 30), broke through the dark clouds to bring us His light and His
warmth in an even more direct way.

- When we have the warm light of the Lord’s coming, then we can see where we
need to go — then the Lord can “guide our feet into the way of peace.”
- Think of all the light that the Lord shone into the darkness every time He
preached.
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- Can you think of areas in your life where the Lord brought light where there was
only darkness and confusion before?
- Have you felt like the Lord has helped you figure out some small next steps to
take, that seem to be going in the right direction, even if you can't see all that
lies ahead of you?

Conclusion

- That's a little bit of an explanation of the meaning of the words that Zacharias said
when he was filled with the Lord’s Holy Spirit.
- Now, it's your turn.
- What will you write or say, when the Lord fills you with His Holy Spirit?

- Amen.

If you would like to talk more about this topic, get in touch with Malcolm at
malcolm.smith@brynathynchurch.org.
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