
 

Another parable He spoke to them:  “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, 

which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all 

leavened.”  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden inn a 

field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field.”  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of 

great price, went and sold all that he ad and bought it.”  “Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and 

gathered some of every kind, which, when it was full, they drew to the 

shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw 

the bad away.”                 (Matthew 13) 
 

Verse 21. "And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, everyone of the 

gates was of one pearl" signifies that the acknowledgment and knowledge 

of the Lord conjoins into one all the knowledges of truth and good, which 

are from the Word, and introduces into the church, (916[1-2]); and the 

street of the city was pure gold as it were transparent glass" signifies 

that every truth of that church and of its doctrine is in form the good of 

love flowing in together with light out of heaven from the Lord,  

(Apocalypse Revealed 917). 
 

If the spiritual meaning of the Word were not opened - or to put it 

another way, if the correspondences of earthly things to spiritual things 

were not revealed - the holiness of the sacrament we are currently 

focusing on would be as impossible to recognize as the true value of a 

field that contains hidden treasure. Such a field is at first considered no 

more valuable than any other field; but when someone finds that there is 

treasure in the field, it is valued at a much higher price, and the person 

who buys it becomes the owner of that wealth. This happens to an even 

greater degree when it is discovered that the treasure in the field is 

more valuable than all the gold in the world.   (True Christian Religion 701) 
 

[2] The present verse and the one that follows refer in the internal sense 

to concern for the morrow, a concern which was not only forbidden but 

also condemned. The forbiddance of it is meant by their being told not to 

leave any of the manna till the morning, and the condemnation of it is 

meant by worms breeding in any they did leave and its becoming putrid. 

Anyone who does not view the matter from anywhere beyond the sense of 

the letter may think that all concern for the morrow is to be avoided, 

which being so, people should then await their requirements every day 

from heaven. But a person who views it from a position deeper than the 
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…………..literal meaning, that is, who views it 

from the internal sense, may recognize what 

concern for the morrow is used to mean - 

not concern to obtain food and clothing for 

oneself, and also resources for the future; 

for it is not contrary to order to make 

provision for oneself and one's dependents. 

But people are concerned about the morrow 

when they are not content with their lot, do 

not trust in God but in themselves, and have 

solely worldly and earthly things in view, not 

heavenly ones. These people are ruled 

completely by anxiety over the future, and 

by the desire to possess all things and 

exercise control over all other people. That 

desire is kindled and grows greater and 

greater, till at length it is beyond all 

measure. They grieve if they do not realize 

the objects of their desires, and they are 

distressed at the loss of them. Nor can they 

find consolation, for in times of loss they 

are angry with the Divine. They reject Him 

together with all belief, and curse 

themselves. This is what those concerned 

for the morrow are like. 

 [3] Those who trust in the Divine are 

altogether different. Though concerned 

about the morrow, yet are they 

unconcerned, in that they are not anxious, 

let alone worried, when they give thought to 

the morrow. They remain even-tempered 

whether or not they realize desires, and 

they do not grieve over loss; they are 

content with their lot. If they become 

wealthy they do not become infatuated with 

wealth; if they are promoted to important 

positions they do not consider themselves 

worthier than others. If they become poor 

they are not made miserable either; if lowly 

in status they do not feel downcast. They 

know that for those who trust in the Divine 

all things are moving towards an everlasting 

state of happiness, and that no matter what 

happens at any time to them, it contributes 

to that state.   

                      (Arcana Coelestia 8478:3) 
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